The occurrence of Milicia excelsa (Welw.) C.C. Berg (Moraceae), commonly known as 'African Teak' is reported from India. Three trees (approximately 70 years old) were found in the forest plantation area of Alimukku, Punalur Forest Division, Kollam district, Kerala state. Detailed description, illustration and photographs are provided.
Introduction
During an exploration to the forest areas of Punalur Division in Kollam district in 2013 we could collect fallen male and female inflorescences of a tree resembling the genus Artocarpus (Moraceae), growing in the plantation area of Forest Department at Alimukku near Punalur. After detailed study of flowering and fruiting specimens, collected further during 2014-15 period, we could not find any matching specimens of Moraceae in any Indian flora or Herbaria. Later the specimens (both herbarium and material for molecular analysis) were sent to Nyree Zerega, a world expert on Moraceae, who after morphological and molecular comparison confirmed it as the African tree, Milicia excelsa (Welw.) C.C. Berg, commonly known as 'African Teak' (Berg, 1977 (Berg, , 1982 Chevallier, 1912) . With this information we cross-checked with the Working Plan for the Punalur Forest Division and found that 'African Teak' was introduced and planted in a 2.5 acre plot in Punalur, way back in 1957 (Krishnamoorthy, 1977) . But even after repeated explorations in the area, we could find only three grown up trees. Since no account of this tree is available in any of the regional floras, a detailed description, illustration and photographs are provided here for easy identification.
Taxonomy
Milicia excelsa (Welw.) C.C. Berg., Bull 
Flowering & fruiting:
Peak flowering is observed during October-December. Flowers appear a few weeks after the partial or complete shedding of leaves or with the new leaves. Fruiting period is from December to January.
Distribution: Milicia excelsa is distributed in Tropical
Africa (Guinea-Bissau east to Ethiopia and south to Angola, Zimbabwe and Mozambique) and is commonly seen in deciduous, semi-deciduous or evergreen forest, with an apparent preference for drier forest types, up to elevations 1,200 m. Because of its high timber quality the species has been greatly over-exploited in the wild, where it is becoming much rarer. The plant is classified as 'Near Threatened' in the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species (2017).
Conservation measures:
The seeds collected were germinated at Jawaharlal Nehru Tropical Botanic Garden and saplings were planted at the Arboretum as part of ex-situ conservation.
The identity and occurrence of the tree has been reported to Kerala Forest Department, Punalur Forest Division to enable protection of the existing trees and for further multiplication and planting.
Uses: Milicia excelsa is one of the most popular timber species in East Africa. The wood is attractive brown in colour, which darkens on exposure and with oiling. The hard, dark heartwood is durable, works easily, heavy, strong, open grained and resistant to termites. It resembles teak, hence popularly known as 'African teak' and is mainly used for outdoor construction work, furniture, boats, cabinet work, panelling, frames and floors (Orwa et al., 2009 
